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Introduction to the Inaugural Issue

Welcome to the first issue of the Journal of the
Society for Social Work and Research (JSSWR).
JSSWR is a peer-reviewed, online periodical that is the
official publication of the Society for Social Work and
Research. JSSWR was created as an open-access
journal (i.e., no fees, no subscription required) to
address the evolving demands of social work practice
and public policy for rapid access to research-based
knowledge. We are committed to the central role of
research in the context of an increasing emphasis on
evidence-based practice.

With so many social work journals available, why
was it necessary to create an open-access journal? It is
our sense that the recent proliferation of subscription-
based journals in social work may have actually
impeded the dissemination of information because
ever-increasing subscription costs act to limit access in
these tight economic times. Publishing is not
equivalent to dissemination. Recognizing the critical
balance between the need for information and the risk
of information overload, JSSWR was designed to
provide free access and timely publication of science-
based knowledge.

First and foremost, JSSWR is a scholarly journal
that is committed to the rapid dissemination of research
that informs practice, evaluates social and health
programs, assesses public policies, and encourages
further research. JSSSWR seeks to engage both scholars
and practitioners in all aspects of social work research
in the 21st century. However, JSSWR is not simply a
print journal that is published electronically. The online
format frees JSSWR from the limitations inherent in a
traditional print format. JSSWR represents the
transition of scholarly publications to a new format
with the capacity to supplement text with photos, video
clips, and links to other forms of supporting
information. For example, after reading an article
discussing a psychodrama method to elicit sensitive
information from research participants, a reader could
then watch a video clip of the research team role-
playing that method. JSSWR has the capacity to
enhance traditional research publication with a variety
of visual methods.

Second, JSSWR is a journal that encourages
mentoring of contributors. We believe the quality and
dedication of the Editorial Board sets JSSWR apart
from other journals. In reviewing manuscript
submissions, the members of the Editorial Board
provide detailed, constructive critiques that help
authors improve their measurement, data collection,

and data analysis strategies. As part of the review
process, reviewers offer authors the benefit of their
expertise in addressing alternate viewpoints and
counterarguments. The time and effort given to reviews
is a valuable gift; the reviewers who make up the
JSSWR Editorial Board have helped immeasurably to
create a journal with standards that reflect excellence in
scholarship.

Third, we envision JSSWR as a vehicle for opening
an interactive, ongoing dialogue within the diverse
community of scholars and practitioners who
contribute to social work knowledge and to broader
issues in practice and policy. JSSWR is dedicated to
making scholarly work on both the theory and the
practice of social work widely available. The
systematic studies presented in JSSWR should appeal to
audiences of experts and nonexperts, qualitative or
quantitative researchers, and experienced practitioners
as well as new professionals and students.

Publication Schedule

To facilitate timely dissemination of research,
articles will be published online as soon as they have
passed the peer-review process and been approved by
the editor. This “rolling” publication schedule can take
as little as a few weeks as opposed to the many months
(or more) required to produce many print journals.
Readers registered with JSSWR will be notified by e-
mail when new articles are published. JSSWR will
publish two issues in its first year, with the number of
issues increasing when demanded by the number of
manuscript submissions. The journal considers all
forms of research, including qualitative, quantitative,
comparative, mixed, and visual methods. Its focus
encompasses research relevant to a wide array of
substantive fields and disciplines. Both full-length and
brief reports are accepted for review.

Articles in This Issue

The articles in the inaugural issue provide a
snapshot of JSSWR while holding open the possibility
of our vision for the future. Although each article
contributes to current knowledge on a topic, each also
describes ways in which the knowledge base is limited.
As such, these gaps indicate fertile ground for future
exploration. Whether the reader is new to the
profession, a seasoned social worker, or an experienced
researcher, the articles in this inaugural issue are
intended to challenge, stimulate, and evoke thinking
and further research.
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